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EDUCATION POLICY IN INDIA

Dr. Rajshri Tiwari
Principal
Takshshila College J hirniya, Bhopal

Education in India is provided by the public sector as well as the private sector, with
control and funding coming from three levels: central, state, and local. Under various arti-
cles of the Indian Constitution, free and compulsory education is provided as a fundamental
right to children between the ages of 6 and 14. The ratio of public schools to private schools
in India is 7:5.

India has made progress in terms ofi mcrcasmg the primary education attendance rate and
expanding literacy to approximately three-quarters of the population in the 7-10 age group,
by 2011. India's improved education system is often cited as one of the main contributors to
its cconomic development. Much of the progress, especially in higher education and scien-
tific research, has been credited to various public institutions. While enrolment in higher
education has increased steadily over the past decade, reaching a Gross Enrolment Ratio of
24% in 2013,[5] there still remains a significant distance to catch up with tertiary education
enrolment levels of developed nations ,[6] a challenge that will be necessary to overcome in
order to continue to reap a demographic dividend from India's comparatively young popu-
lation.

As per the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2012, 96.5% of all rural children
between the ages of 6-14 were enrol fed in school, This is the fourth annial surv ey toreport
cnrolment above 96%. Another rcport from 2013 siated that there were 22.9 crore students

enrolled in different accredited urban and rural schools of India, from Class I to XII, repre-
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senting an increagse of 23 lakh students over 2002 total enrolment, and a 19% increase in

aitl's enrolment.[9] While quantitatively India‘is inching closer to universal education, the
quality of its education has been questioned particularly in its government run school sys-
tem. Some of the reasons for the poor quality include absence of around 25% of teachers
every day.[10] States of India have introduced tests and education assessment system 1o
identify and improve such schools.

It is important to clarify that while there are private schools in India, they are highly
regulated in terms of what they can teach, in what form they can operate (must be a non-
profit to run any accredited educational institution) and all other aspects of operation. Hence,
the differentiation of government schools and private schools can be misguiding.

In India's education system, a significant number of seats are reserved under affirmative
action policies for the historically disadvantaged Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Trijes
and Other Backward Classes. In universities, colleges, and similar institutions affiliated to
the federal government, there is a maximum 50% of reservations applicable to these disad-
vantaged groups, at the state level it can vary. Maharashtra had 73% reservation in 2014,
which is the highest percentage of reservations in India.

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT] is the apex body
located at New Dethi, Capital City of India. It makes the curriculum related matters for
school education across India. The NCERT provides support. guidance and technical as-
sistance to a number of schools in India and oversees many aspects of enforcement of cdu-
cation policies. Other curriculum bodies governing school education system are:

The state government boards: Most of the state governments have one "State board of
secondary education”. However, :;ﬂmc states like Andhra Pradesh have more than one.
Algo the union territorics do not have a board, Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman
& Diu, Lakshadweep and Puducherry Laksha_LdW(;cp, share the services with a larger state.

Indian School children

The Indian government lays emphasis on primary education, also referred to as elemern-
tary education, to children aged 6 to 14 years old. Because education laws are given by the

states, duration of primary school visit alters between the Indian states. The Indian govern-
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ment has also banned ;:hild labour in order to ensure that the children do not enter unsafe

working conditions. However, both free education and the ban on child labour are difficult
toenforce due to economic disparity and social conditions, 80% of all recognised schools at

a the elementary stage are government run or supported, making it the largest provider of
education in the country.

However, due to a shortage of resources and lack of political will, this system suffers

- from massive gaps includi ng high pupil to teacher ratios, shortage of infrastructure and poor
levels of teacher trainin g.'Figures released by the Indian government in 2011 show that
there were 58,16,673 elementary school teachers in India. As of March 2012 there were
21,27,000 secondary school teachers in India. Education has also been made free for chil-
dren for 6 to 14 years of age or up to class VfII under the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act 2009, '

This primary education scheme has also shown a high Gross Enrolment Ratio of 93—
95% for the last three years in some sta'tes. Significant improvement in staffing and enrol-
ment of girls has also been made as a part of this scheme. The current scheme for universali-
sation of Eduéation for Allis the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan which is one of the largest educa-
tion initiatives in the world. Enrolment has been cnhanced, but the levels of quality remain
low.A significant feature of India's secondary school system is the cmphasis on inclusion of
the disadvantaged sections of the society. Professionals from established institutes are often
called to support in vocational training. Another feature of India’s sccondarjr school system
isits emphasis on profession based vocational training (o help students attain skills for find-

" ing a vocation of his/her choosing. A significant new feature has been the extension of SSA
to secondary education in the form of the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhi yan.

A special lntegrated Education for Disabled Chj Idren (IEDC) programme was started in
1974 with a focus on primary education. but which was converted into Inclusive Education

at Secondary‘Stage Another notable special programme, the Kendriya Vidyalaya project,

- wasstarted for the employees of the central government of India, who are distributed throu gh-
olit the country. The government started the Kendriya Vidyalaya project in 1965 to provide
- uniform education in institutions followin athe same syllabus at the same pace repardless of
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the location to which the employee's family has been transferred. H The National Policy on

Education (NPE), 1986, has provided for environment awareness, science and technology
education, and introduction of traditional elements such as Yoga into the Indian secondary
school systern.

In their favour, it has been pointed out that private schools cover the entire curriculum
and offer extra-curricular activities such as science fairs, general knowledge, sports, music
and drama. The pupil teacher ratios are much better in private schools (1:31 to 1:37 for
government schools) and more teachers in private schools are female.[citation needed] These
is some disagreement over Which system has better educated teachers. According to the
latest DISE survey, the percentage of untrained teachers (para-teachers) is 54,91% in pri-
vate, compared to 44.88% in government schools and only 2.32% teachers in unaided schools
receive in-service training compared to 43.44% for government ¢ hools. The competition in
the school market is intense, yet most schools make profit. However, the number of private
schools in India is still low - the share of private n stitutions is 7% (with upper primary being
219 secondary 32% - source: fortress team research). Even the poorest often go 10 private
schools despite the fact that government schools are free. A study found that 65!;%: school-
children in Hyderabad's slums attend private schools.

As of January 2015, the International Schools Consultancy (JSC) listed India as having
410 international schools. 1SC defines an 'international school' in the folowing terms "ISC
:ncludes an international school if the school delivers a curriculum to any combination of
pre-school, primary or secondary students, wholly or partly in English outside an English-
speaking country, or if a school in a cou ntry where English is one of the official languages,
offers an English-medium curriculum other than the country’s national curriculum and is
international iln its orientation." This definition is used by publications including The Econo-
rnist. -

Home-schooling

Home-schooling is legal in India, though it is the less explored option. The Indian Gov-
ernment’s stance on the issue is that parents are free to teach their children at home, if they

wish 1o and have the means. The then HRD Minister Kapil Sibal has stated that despite the
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RTE Act of 2009, if someone decides not to send his/her children to school, the government

would not interfere.

After passing the Higher Secondary Examination (the Standard 12 examination), stu-
dents may enrol in general degree programmes such as bachelor's degree in arts, commerce
or science, or professional degree programme m.:;:h as engineering, law or medicine, India's

higher education system is the third largest in-the wnrid after China and the United States.
" The main governing body at the tertiary level is the University Grants Commission (India),
which enforces its standards, advises the government, and helps coordinate between the
centre and the state. Accreditation for higher learning is overseen by 12 autonomous institu-
tions established by the University Grants Commission.

All India Institute of Medical Sciences Delhi

As of 2012, India has 152 central universities, 316 state universities, and 191 private
universities. Other institutions include 33,623 colleges, including 1,800 exclusive women's
colleges, functioning under these universities and institutions and 12,748 Institutions offer-
ing Diploma Courses. The emphasis in the tertiary level of education lies on science and
technology. Indian educational i 1mt1tutmns by 2004 consisted of a large number of technol-
ogy mstitutes. Distance learning is aIm a feature of the Indian higher education system. The
Government has launched Rashtriya Uchehattar Shiksha Abhiyan to provide strategic funding
to State higher and technical institutions. A total of 316 state public universities and 13,024
colleges will be covered under it.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in 2007

The Government of India is aware of the plight of higher education sector and has been
trying to bring reforms, hc-Wever 15 bills are still awaiting discussion and approval in the
" Parliament. One of the most talked about bill is Foreign Universities Bill, which is supposed
to facilitate entry of foreign universities to establish campuses in India. The bill is still under
discussion and even if it gets-passed, its feasibility and effectiveness is questionable as it
misses the context, diversity and segment of international foreign mqntutmm interested in
India. One of the approaches to make internationalisation of Indian llIghE:I education effec-

tive is to develop a coherent angd comprehensive policy which aims at infusing excellence,
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bringing institutional diversity and aids in capacity building.[57]

Red coloured two floored historic college building

The American college in Madurai, started in 1881 CE — One of the first five cnl.leges in
India to get antonomous status -

Three Indian universities were listed in the Times Higher Education list of the world's top
200 universities — Indian Institutes of Technology, Indian Institutes of Management, and
Jawaharlal Nehru University in 2005 and 2006.[58] Six Indian Institutes of Technology and
the Birla Institute of Technology and Science—Pilani were listed among the top 20 science
and technology schools in Asia by Asiaweek.[59] The Indian School of Business situated
in Hyderabad was ranked number 12 in global MBA rankings by the Financial Times of
London in 2010[60] while the All India Institute of Medical Sciences has been recognised
as a global leader in medical research and treatment.[61] The University of Mumbai was
ranked 41 among the Top 50 Engineering Schools of the world by America’s news broad-
casting firm Business Insider in 2012-and was the only university in the list from the five
emerging BRICS nations viz Brazil, Ru ssiz, India, China and South Africa.[62] It was

ranked at 62 in the QS BRICS University rankings for 2013[63] and was India’s 3rd best
| Multi-Disciplinary University in the QS University ranking of Indian Universities after
University of Calcutta and Delhi University.[64] Loyola College, Chennai is one of the best
ranked arts and science college in India with the UGC award of Collcge of Excellence tag.

Technical education

Indian Institute of Technolo ey, Kharagpur

National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli

From the first Five-year Plan onwards, India's emphasis was to develop a pool of scien-
tifically inclined manpower.[65] India's National Policy on Education (NPE) provisioned
for an apex body for regulation and deyelopment of higher technical education, which came
into being as the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) in 1987 through an act
of the Indian parliament.[66] At the federal level, the Indian Institutes of Technology, the
Indian Institute of Space: Sciencc;nd Technology, the National Institates of Technology

and the Indian Institutes of Informaticn Technology are deemed of national importance.[66]
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The Indian Institutes of Technology (1ITs) and National Institutes of Technology (INITs)

are among the nation's premier education facilities.

The UGC has inter-university centres at a number of locations throughout India to pro-
mote common research, e.g. the Nuclear Science Centre at the Jawaharlal Nehro Univer-
sity, New Delhi. Besides there are some British established colleges such as Harcourt Butler
Technological Institute situated in Kanpur and King George Medical University situated in
Lucknow which are important centre of higher education.

Central Universities such as Banaras Hindu University, Jamia Millia Islamia University,
Delhi University, Mumbai University, University of Calcutta, etc. too are pioneers of tech-
nical education in the country.

In addition to above institutes, efforts towards the enhancement of technical education

~are supplemented by a number of recognised Professional Engineering Societics such as:

Institution of Mechanical Engineers (India)

Institution of Engineers (India)

Institution of Chemica] Engineering (India)

Institution of Electronics and Tele-Communication Engineers (India)
Indian Institute of Metals

Institution of Industrial En 2incers (India)

Institate of Town Planners (India)

Indian Institute of Architcets

that conduct Engineering/Technical Examinations at different levels (Degree and diploma)
for working professionals desirous of improving their technical quaIiﬁcaj;ions:

The number of graduates comin g out of technical colleges increased to over 7 lukh in
2011 from 5.5 lakh in FY 2910. Hnﬁ'evar, acénrding to one study, 75% of technical gradu-
ates and more than 85% of general graduates lack the skills necded in Tndia's most demand-
ing and high-growth global industries such as Information Technology. These high-tech
global information technologies companies directlv or indirectly employ aboui 23 lakh peo-
ple, less than 1% of Incia’s labour pool. India offers one of the largest peol of techpical'y

skilled graduates in the world. Given the sheer numbers of students seeking education in
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engineering, science and mathematics, India faces daunting challenges in scaling up capac-

ity while maintaining quality.

Yocational education

India's All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) reported, in 2013, that there

'are more than 4,599 vocational institutions that offer degrees, dipli:uina and post-diploma in

architecture, engineering, hotel management, infrastructure, pharmacy, technology, town
services and others. There were 17.4 lakh students enrolled in thése schools. Total annual
intake capacity for technical diplomas and degrees exceeded 34 lakh in 2012.[citation needed.

According to the University Grants Commission (UGC) total enrolment in Science,
Medicine, Agriculture and Engineering crossed 65 lakh in 2010. The number of women
choosing engineering has more than doubled since 2001 [citation needed] '

Open and distance learning '

At the school level, National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) provides opportunities
for continuing education to those who missed completing school education. 14 lakh stu-
dents are enrolled at the secondary and higher secondary level through open and distance
learning.[citation needed] In 2012 Various state governments also introduced "STATE OPEN
SCHOOL" to provide distance education. _ |

At higher education level, Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) co-ordi-
nates distance learning. It has a cumulative enrolment of about 13 lakh, serviced through 53
regional centres and 1,400 study centres with 25,000 counselors. The Distance Education
Council (DEC), an anthority of IGNQU is co-coordinating 13 State Open Universities and
119 institutions of correspondence courses in conventional universities. While distance edu-
cation institutions have expanded at a very rapid rate, but most of these institutions need an
up gradation in their standards and performance. There is a large proliferation of courses
covered by distance mode without adequate infrastructure, both human and physical. There
is 4 strong need to correct these imbalances.

Quality

Literacy

Main article: Literacy in India
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According to the Census of 2011, "every person above the age of 7 years who can read

and write with understanding in any language is said to be literate”. According to this crite-
rion, the 2011 survey holds the National Literacy Rate to be 74.07%. The youth literacy
rate, measured within the age groupof 15to 24, is $1.1% (B4.4% among males and 74 4%
among females), while 86% of boys and 72% of girls are literate in the 10-19 age group.

Within the Indian states, Kerala has the highest literacy rate of 94.65% whereas Bihar
averaged 63.8% literacy. The 2001 statistics ind‘icated that the total number of 'absolute
non-literates’ in the country was 304 million. '

As of 2011, enrolment rates are 58% for pre-primary, 93% for primary, 69% for second-
ary, and 25% for tertiary education. |

Despite the high overall enrolment rate for primary education, among rural children of
age 10, half could not read at a basic level, over 60% were unable to do division, and half
dropped out by the age 14.

In 2009, two states in India, Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh, participated in the inter-
national PISA exams which is administered once every three years to 15-year-old's. Both
states ranked at the bottom of the table, beating out only Kyrgyzstan in score, and falling
200 points (two standard deviations) below the average for OECD countries. [82] While in
the immediate aftermath there was a :shc_rrt-lwed ‘cnnu‘ﬂversy over the quality of primary
education in India, ul timately India decided to not par‘ti.cipate- in PISA for 2012,[83] and
again not to for 2015,

While the quality of free, public education is in crisis, a majority of the urban poor have
turned to private schools. In some urban cities, it is estimated as high as two-thirds of all
students attend private institutions, many of which charge a modest US$2 per month. There
has not been any standardised assessment of how private schools perform, but it is generally
accepted that they outperform public schools.

Public school workforce

Officially, the pupil W teacher ratio within the public school system for primary educa-

tion is 35:1.[86] However. reacher absentesism in Tndia is exorbitant, with 23% never showing

up for work.[87] The World Bank estimates the cost in salaries alone paid to such teachers
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who have never attended work is US 52 hillion per year.[83]
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ABSTRACT '

Education of the female children has become a universal issue for Asian nations hence
the need for striving to achieve a balance between the enrolment and retention rates of their
male counterparts, Although parentél attitude towards girl child education vary from parent
to parent, this paper tried to identify the perception of the parents regarding girls' education
in district Pulwama Jammu and Kashmir during 2015-16. The data was collected from 160
parent respondents ( male) for knowing their attitude towards girl's education for which an
attitude scale consisting of 24 Statements; all pertaining to schooling and education of girls
and respondent's attitude was rated ona three-point Likert s.cale (A greej Disagree and No
decision). The results indicated that parents had positive thoughts and beljefs concerning
- girls' education. Their idéas regarding benefits of girls' education were positive regardless of
their social and educational background. As for the barriers to girls' education, the findings
pointed out that parents were mostly concerned about to lack of £ovt. policies, long distance

to school, shortage of female teachers, financial difficulties and security affairs.
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Introduction

Girl child education is that type of education which equips the women with all the neces-
sary tools needed for the effective discharge of their own peculiar mles'iu the service of the
nation and indeed, to booster their personal development as well. It is also an avenue that
prepares an individu al to acquire knowledge and skills that are life- long assets to them
during the cause of their stay in this world. It is that process which becomnes girl's reality
effective. An educated woman understands her world and deals with society well cffec-
tively. In the opinion of Imogie (2002} the prosperity of a country depends not only on the
strength of neither fortifications nor the abundance of its income, but depends on the number
of well and quality based citizens, that is character, enlightenment and womet education.

Girls" education has been viewed as a prii'nar}f predictor for a number of development
indicators including national fertility rates, infant mortality, family income and productivity.
World Bank economists have recognized girls' education as single development intervern-
tion with the greatest individual and social returns (Brent, 2005). Tt1s not only important as
a social indicator or an engine for economic development leading to a greater level of health,
economy, security, liberty and participation in social and political activity, but can possibly
yield higher rate of return than any other investment available in developing world (World
Bank, 2002).

Education is the right of every girl everywhere and also the key to transforming both the
life of girl and the life of her community. Girls without education are denied the opportunity

to develap their full potential and o play a productive and equal role in their families,
their societies, their country and their world at large.

Parental attitude is a measure or an index of parcntal involvement. A child, broaght up
with affection and care in the least restrictive environment would be able to cope up better
with the sighted world, Therefore, the family shapes the socia! integration of the child more
than a formal school. -

The attitude of the parents signifies that the supporting nature of family in their children’s
education. The parental attitude can be negative or positive. The negative attitude of the

parents regarding education and schooling can prevent their children from getting educa-
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tion. Positive attitude of the parents can be beneficial to their children in many cases and can

be reflected in improvement in class performance, creating interest among children to learn,
and higher achievement scores in readin g and writing and academic achievement of the
child. Favougable attitude towards schooling and education enhances parental involvement
in children's present and future studies Parent's attitude towards their children's education is
affected adversely by low %min-econnmic status.

The growing awareness rcg&rdmg cducation makes many families aware about the valuf‘
of girl's education and act favourably towards schonlmg and education of the girls. They
become a part of the decision making process of school, and decide the girl's future regard-
ing higher education, The present investigation has been conducted with following objec-
tives. '

I. Toknow the educational and school attitude of parents towards girl education.

2. To know the future planning and aspirations of the parents towards girl education.

3. To know about perceptions of parents rcg-u*dmg the benefits of girl education.

Hypothesis

1. There is no significant difference in the attitude of parents regarding girl education

2. There is no significant difference in the planning and aspirations of the parents regard-
ing girl education, .

3. There is positive attitude in the p:arr:eptions of parents regarding benefits of girl educa-.
tion | _ |

Review of Literature

Miller (2007) presented an empirical analysis of the determinants of parental atti-
tudes regarding girls' education upon household survey data collected in Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and Himachal Pradesh. Resulis obtained by this survey
found a positive relationship between parental attitudes and girls' educational attainment,
Yet the report also revealed a significant minority of parents do not value girls' education,
The main determinants were ownership of a small amount of land, the number of roorns in
the house, the girl-child being enrolled in school, and the belief that education is important

for girls' Marriage prospects.
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Aliyu (2009) investigated the attitude of parents towards girl child education in Kaduna

state as perceived by teachers and school principals by using questionnaire as instrument in
collecting data .The study discovered that preference of male over female educotinn was
common in the society and poverty emerged as a major factor in terminating girl child ¢ o-
cation. In addition, the study found tHat government participation was still in adequat to
facilitate change in the area and rc{:ommendiﬁd that urgent intervention of government
implement the laws governing girl child education so as to enhance and change the negli-
gence of girl child education as provisioned in national policy on and provide equal access
to education,

Buzdar and Alj (2011) investigated the parents’ attitudes toward their daughters’ educa-
tion in tribal areas of district Dera Ghazi Khan (Pakistan) in which the findings disclosed the
parents’ positive perceptions toward their daughters’ education but at the same time severe
scarcity of human and physical infrastructure for girls' education was also presented in the
area. The study further recommended several empirical steps to overcome these problems
including provision of new school locations and ensuring the availability of school build-
ings, supporting infrastructure and teachers for already functioning schools in the area and
financial aid for poor students was also proposed in the study.

Samal (2012) assessed the attitude of parents towards the education and schooling of
their children and found that the overall attitude of the respondents was moderately favour-
able and positive towards schooling and education of their children.

Kamaldcen et al. (2012) assessed the perception, attitude and practices of parents in Okene
Local Government Area of Kogi State towards girl-child education. The study revealed that
the perception and attitude of respondents towards girl-child education was good. Over
90% of respondents were aware that education is a child right. Over 90% of them also
thought that enrolling girl-child in primary school is important. Most of the respondents
believed in enrolling their girl-child in primary school between the ages of two and five and
ahout 90% of them thought that female child should be educated up to the tertiary level.
There was still a lag in primary school completion among girls with a higher value when

compared with the boys. The percentage of female drop out from primary school was 8.2%
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compared with 2.7% for males, Poverty was found the major cause of fermale children's

school dropout among respondents. . ' h

Area of study _

The entire district of Pulwama in the state of Jammu & Kashmir, India was selected to
conduct the present study. The total gebgraphical area of this district is 1086 sq km. The
district has four Tehsils viz. Awantipora, Pampore, Pulwama and Tral and 8 education
zones. According to 2011 census, Pulwama district has a population of 560,440 of which
293,064 are male and 267,376 are female. The district has a population density of 516
inhabitants per square kilometre, Its.population growth rate over the decade 2001-2011 was
recorded as 27%. The district has a sex ratio of 912 females for every 1000 males, and a
literacy rate of 63.48%:; where, the literacy rate of male and females are 74.36% and 51 808
respectively,

Majority of the parents have a pogitive attitude towards girl's education but find diffi-
culties in sending their girls due to lack of govt. policies. The head of the family are males,
while the females took care of the children. In many fields girls are ignored especially in
receiving education,

Parents made all efforts to ensure thejr boys attend school and make them in better posi-
tion in society than girls. Girl's education in the past was considered as wastage of time and
money. Some parents believed that female are only for domestic purpose. After gelling
married, they focus their new home and tend 1o forget their parents. Males arc respected by
their family members. Without a male child home is considered as inco mplete.

Methodology and design of the Study |

Sample : In order to achieve all the objectives of present investigation, the study con-
sisted of residents of district Pulwama, Jammu and Kashmir. The data was collected from
parents (male) of 20 randomly selected gitl students from each zone for knowing the paren-
tal attitude towards girl's education. Thus making total 160 respondents. The collected data
were analyzed &nd conclusions have been drawn.

Tool : An aititude scale was prepared by the researcher with the purpose to know the

attitude of parents towards girl’s education in district Pulwama Kaslmir. The data was col-
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lected through a scale consisting of 24 statements, all pertaining to sch ooling and education

of girls. The respondent’s attitude was rated on a three-point Likert scale (Agree, Disagree
and No decision). The data was analysed by applying the percentage statistics.

Table 41: Showing the number of responses of the parents of girl stadents of different
 education zones of district Pulwama regarding their attitude towards girl child education in

terms of following statements (N = 160).
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Results and Discussion

Parents’ positive attitude towards girl child's education is important in determining
school attendance and academic achicvement of the child. Favourable attitude towards
schooling and education enhances parental involvement in children's present and future
studies. In this regard, as per present study 99.37 percent parents agreed with statements like
Educated girls can take decisions about themselves independently and Educated girls will
be able to raise their children more efficiently in future, 0.63 percent disagreed & () percent
no decision, followed by 98.75 percent which agreed with girl's education is essential for
the society and 97.50 percent which agreed with educated girls support their families finan-
cially. The results are in conformity with those of Miller (2007) who also found a positive
relationship between parental attitudes and. girls' educational attainment, Similarly, 9562
percent & 93.12 percent agreed with statements like educated girls contribute to social de-
velopment and education _ﬁill-create religious awareness in girls, 1.25 percent & 6.26 per-
cent disz_tgrcf:d and 3.12 percent 0.62 percent no decision respectively, while as only 1.25per-
cent agreed with statement like It is not necessary for girls to become educated and get jot 1o
maintain the family, 95.63percent disagreed and 3.12percent no decision, and with state-
ment [t is more essential for girls to learn house hold chores than going to school, 0 percent
agreed, 98.13percent disagreed and 1.87percent opined no decision. Buzdar and Ali (2011)
also investigated the parents' attitudes toward their daughters' education in tribal areas of
district Dera Ghazi Khan (Pakistan) in which the findings disclosed the parents’ positive
perceptions toward their daughters' education but at the same fime severe scarcity of human
and physical infrastructure for girls' education was also presented in the area.

Conclusion

As per present study 99.37 percent parents agreed with staternents like educated girls can
take decisions about themselves independently and educated girls will be able to raise their
children more ef ficiently in future, followed by 98.75 percent which agreed with girl's
education is essential for the society and 97.50 percent which agreed with educated. girls
support their families fi inancially, thus showed favorable attitude towards girl child educa-
tion, while none agreed with it is more essential for girls to learn house hold chores than
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poing to school.
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Abstract:- Family relations in Syria are governed by varicty of Religious -or religiously-
inspired- family or personal status Jaws. The Ottornan Law of Family Rights continued to
govern matters of personal status until 1953. In Syria, Islam is a source of legislation. Shaikh
Ali Tantawi drafted a comprehensive treatise on personal law, based on "Takhyyar" accord-
ing to principles most suitable to changihg social conditions. The 1953 Syrian law of per-
sona] status amended in 1975, 2003 and 2010 is predominately based on Islamic Legal
sources, particularly Hanafi Figh. The SLPS is the general law because it applies to all
Syrians, irrespective of their religion..

Shaikh Ali Tantawi is émong-thc most eminent and prominent personalities known all
over the world, He was born in Damascus in 1908 in.a highly distinguished family of
Islamic scholars. His father held the position of Ameen-al-fatwa, leading Fagih Qunst) a
position bestowed to the most distinguished personality which he certainly was. Ali al-
Tantawi was a man of strong convictions and enormous personal valour. The 19’30@ and
1940s witnessed famous literary disputes. Al-Tantawi joined them with great attcnnon sup-
porting the stand of Mustafa Saqiq al-Rafi'e (1880-1937), who represented the more
Islamically committed front, against Abbas Mahmud al-Aqqad.1 In politics, he contested
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the elections to the first post-independence Syrian parliament in 1947. In spite of his strong

appeal; he did not win a seat. There was avideﬁt meddling with the elections and al-Tantawi's
name was high on the list of candidates who were out of favour with the government. Jt was
s0 because his courage, his strong-minded stand for the people, his Islamic attitude and his
sheer refusal to compromise on matters of principle made him a difficult character to deal
with in political matters. That was the only time he stood for parliamentary elections, but he
was always concerned with political developments, He spoke out on any issue of impor-
tance to the people, or touching on Islamic principles. In the late 1940s, he was instrumental
in the formulation of the family laws in Syria, and took an important part in the drafting of
Islamic laws in Egypt. After leaving Syria he resided in Saudi Arabia where he got nation-
ality and was awarded King Faisal International Prize for the service of Islam.

Syria served as the centre of the Umayyad Caliphate until the Abbasid revolution of
756. Syria came under Ottoman control in 1516 following the expulsion of the Ottomans
after World War 1. The League of Nations declared a French mandate over the region in
1922 from which Syria gained independence in 1946.

The Ottoman law on Family Rights (OLFR) 1917 remained in force in Syria until
1953. The Qadi of Damascus, Shaikh Ali Tantawi had published a treatise on personal law
detailing the legal rules derived from various schools of Islamic law in consonance with the
new social conditions of Syria. This was a comprehensive treatisc on personal law, based
on "Takhyyur" according to principles most suitable to changing social conditions and the
choices of the committee members of various Islamic Jurisprudence religious in accordance
with the Hanafi school.2 This treatise was taken as the basic source-material by the commis-
siont which the Syrian government Eﬂtil.lp to cirgﬂ'"t a'code of personal stal.u.:;-. The commission
based its draft on principles from Ali Tantawi's code, the OLFR. The OLFR governing the
family relations of Muslims and it also included special sections for Jews and Christians.
The OLFR contained not only Islamic Legal provisions derived from the Hanafi tradition
but it also drew on rules from other schools of law. The OLFR was the first state promul-
gated codification of Muslim family law. After the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the

OLFR remained in place in several Middle Eastern countries, for example in Jordan until
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1951 and in Syria until 1953.3 Soon the commission submitted draft and after a few
months of debate in and outside the legislature it was enacted under the title 'Qanun-al-
Ahwal al-Shakhsiyah'_ the Code of Personal Status Law 59 of 1953. Tt came in force on
17th September 1953. This S’ylzian law of personal status produced by the commission cov-
ers matters of personal status, family relations and intestate and testamentary succession and
was the most comprehensive code issued jn the Arab World to the date. The code declared
dominant opinion in the Hanafi School of Jurisprudence, the predominant school of the
Islamic thoughts under Ottoman Rule, to be the residual law (article 305 of the Code of
Personal Status of 1953),. Nevertheless, the clarifying remarks to the CPS, provides that the
code availed itself also of the instrament of ikhtiyar, the freedom to choose suitable rules
from other Islamic schools of law as well as from Syrian tradition rules. The Syrian Code of
Personal S.tatus ne. 59 of 1953 contained 308 articles placed under the following six books-
each divided into a number of chapters as folloiws ;- ‘

1. Marriage:- (i). Marriages and Engagement (ii). Elements of Marriage and its condi-
t.iops (iii). Kinds of Marriage (iv). Effects of Marriage__(article 1-84).

2. Dissolutionof Marriage:- (1).Talaq (ii). Mukhalaa (consensual divorce) (iii). Judicial
Divbrce’ (IV). Effect of Dissolution of Marriage (article 85-1 29). .
3. Birth and its Results,

4. Capacity and legal Representatjon,
5. Bequests, )

6. Inheritance_ General Principles.

7. Quranic Heirs etc,4 '

The Syrian government introduced a reformed personal status law that overhauled rules
of marriagé. Women could not marry until they were eighteen, though the judge could grant
permission for those as young as thirteen if he felt the circu;nétances Were appropriate.

The new Syrian Law Code introduced even more dramatic and unparalleled age limits.
It gave the full authori ty to thejtidge to fore state any marriage in which the couple was not
apt o each other in regard to their ages. Aurticle 305 0f the SLPS directs that, for matters not

specified in the text, alternative shall be had to doctrine of the Hanafi School. Major amend-
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ments were made to the SLPS in 1975, particularly relating to the areas of polygamy, dower,

maintenance, mut'a, cost of nursing, custody ‘of children, and guardianship.

Most Egyptian and Syrian scholar Ulema, even very traditional ones, agreed of the
move to codify Sharia law in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Ali Tantawi.
wrote for the monarch or state to intmduée administrative laws and restrictions in the best
 interest of the people, This was the allowed under the Sharia not only within the original,
narrow window public interests {Ma:s!ﬂha) but also because the h]miéhty Allah orders
Muslims to obey "those in authﬁrit;_ﬁr- among f,um". He was thus satisfied to supervise over
marriage after marriage in his Damascus courtroom. While observing the age requirement
of eighteen. What Tantawi could not endure was to bestow this law with any moral or
religious weigh. At best it was a sensible policy for promoting health and welfare, at worst
officious formalities to be reluctantly endured. Under age couples who married with a pri-
vate Sharia contract unducumﬂnted by the state were still married in the eyes of Almighty
Allah. Ali Tantawi also frequently granted exceptions for the brides as young as thirteen, as
the new law allowed. He recalled how often he have stood next to such girls and found that
they were taller than he was and were fully physically mature. "So its not simply a mattﬁr of
age", he wrote, ' as those who hastily and mistakenly speak without knowledge or under-
standing about the marriage of the Mes,.qengf:r of Almighty Allah, Ma}r God's peace and
blessings be upon Him, the best of Iﬁankind, the fairest and most just, about his marriage to
Ajsha when she was nine years old'. Had those outraged by this actually seen Aisha? She
could have been well like the girls v._;hn came hefore him in court, especially, he wrote, since
girls in hot climes can become mature as young as nine or ten.

It was not the passage of laws or restrictions that might benefit Muslims that Tantawi
considered illegitimate. It was declaring the Prophets deeds depraved or questioning the
legitimacy of his precedent in God eyes that the judge could not accept. Over a decade
before the new age restrictions were introduced, Tantawi had angrily lectured both the out-
going and incoming Syrian ministers of justice about thﬂ.prﬂfanit}‘ of the Ottoman Family
Law Code (then still in effect). "It took a position not taken by any *:cholar ever before, he

thundered, 'considering the madmage contract of a girl under nine to be mvahd" This contra-
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dicted the established Sunnah of the Prophet, who had contracted with Aisha when she was
six or seven. "Was his marriage to her invalid?? He ended in a roar of disbelief.5

As a young student, Ali Tanawi had met 'Al-Kawthari'. Muhammad Zahid ibn Hassan
al-Kawthari was the adjunct to the last Sheikh al-Islam of the Ottoman Empire and a well

known Hanafi jurist, historian; and master of Hadith. Tantawi would recall later, "Afler |
met him, I followed after no one else", Sitting in the Faith Masque bin the lesson given by
Kawthari's last surviving student, he listened to him explain the meaning of Hadith. They
are not controversial ones. I wonder how he would interpret Hadiths on Jihad or Aisha's
marriage age.6 |

Ali Tantawi reached the top position of justice of the High Islamic Appeal Court, Being
ajudge affected his life in the sense that, socially, he movaﬁ within only his close circle of
personal friends. Hence he gained wide reputation as a judge who maintained fairness at all
costs. He continued to hold that position until he was forced out in 1963 by a revolutionary
decree which dismissed large number of jﬁdges for the express purpose of making the judi-
cial system submissive to the revolution that was the time when he had fo leave the Sytia,
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